
Checklist
HOME 

MAINTENANCE



January  

 
 
 
 
 

CLEAN YOUR PIPES 
Descale your pipes overnight using vinegar. Make sure to brush up on what 
things you should and shouldn’t put down your drains and what plumbers 
suggest when cleaning your drains. 
 

CLEAN SHOWER HEADS AND TAPS 
Clean your shower heads and taps from hard water deposits by soaking them 
in vinegar overnight. Clean out faucet aerators to improve water flow. 
 

CLEAN AND RECAULK 
Remove moldy, broken, or cracked caulk around bathtubs, showers, toilets, and 
sinks. Re-caulk these elements to keep them secure and safe from leaks, water 
damage, and more. 
 

CLEAN POP-UP MECHANISMS  
Clean pop up sink mechanisms to ensure nothing is clogging your sinks.

  



February  

 
 
 
 

CLEAN COOKTOP AND FILTERS 
Clean oven filters and stovetop. Boil filters in a water, baking soda and 
vinegar solution to eliminate flammable grease. Take range apart to clean up 
drips and spills. 
 

CLEAN OVEN 
Clean inside your oven using the self-cleaning feature. Use baking soda 
paste to remove stubborn baked on food. 
 

CLEAN WASHER & DRYER 
Vacuum the dryer vent to remove lint and dust. Visually inspect the exterior 
dryer vent to ensure there are no obstructions (i.e. Lost socks or dryer 
sheets). 
 

CLEAN DISHWASHER FILTER 
Remove and clean your dishwasher filter and the sprayer arms.



March  

 
  

SPRING CLEANING 
Deep clean your home. Dust, dirt and grime builds up over the winter. It’s the 
perfect time to donate unused items or prepare for a garage sale. 
 

ROOF CHECK 
Check your roof for soft spots by using binoculars to spot any broken, 
chipped, or missing shingles. Call a local roofer to help you repair or replace 
those sections of your roof. If you need a roofing company recommendation, 
call the Home Girls! 

 

CLEAN GUTTERS   
Rid gutters of dirt, leaves, and other gunk that can clog gutters. Flooded 
gutters can cause roof damage, as well as damage your foundation. After 
cleaning the gutters, the next time it rains, check to see where the water flows 
from your downspouts. Clean downspouts and direct water away from your 
home and foundation.  
 

REPLACE SHOWER DIVERTER VALVE 

Make sure your showers are working properly and replace diverter valves, as 
needed. 



April 

 
 

SPRING CLEAN YOUR KITCHEN   
Get your kitchen ready for summer. Clean the fridge inside and out- 
don’t forget to vacuum the coils. Clean the microwave, oven, and 
dishwasher- be sure to clean the spray arms and filter. 
 

PEST CONTROL   
April showers bring flowers, but they also bring bugs in and around 
your home. Get your home sprayed for pests inside and out. 
 

INSPECT YOUR ATTIC   
Inspect your attic for leaks, rusted nails, stains, or damaged wood. 
Make sure your fans are venting to the outside and not into your attic 
space. You’ll have to inspect your attic visually if you only have 
insulation for flooring. 
 

WASH WINDOWS 
Long sunny days are on there way and you will want to open the blinds 
or curtains to let the sun shine in. Clean windows are worth the effort. 
Use a vinegar and water mix for streak-free windows. 
  



 

May 

 
 

REPLACE HVAC FILTERS   
Before starting up your HVAC system for the summer, replace the air filter. You 
should then continue to replace your filters every one to three months when the 
unit is in use.  
 

INSTALL WEATHER STRIPPING 
Install weather stripping. Keep hot air out and cool air inside by weather stripping 
doors and windows that could cause a draft. This will lower your electrical bills 
and keep your home cooler.  
 

CHECK EXHAUST FANS 
Check all exhaust vents bringing air to the outside of your house. These should 
be free from plants, dirt, trees, and other debris. If they aren’t clear, they will have 
a hard time functioning properly. 
 

TOUCH UP PAINT 
Paint and siding are like your home’s skin. It protects its foundation and structure 
from sun, water, and wind. If you notice there are places where the siding is 
coming off or your paint is peeling, touch up those places. 



June  

 
 
 
 

CLEAR AWAY DEAD DEBRIS 
Clear dead plants and shrubs away from the sides of your home and in the yard. These are 
fire hazards as the temperatures climb in the summer.   
 

TRIM TREES 
Trim trees and shrubs around your home that could cause roof damage during high winds 
or rainstorms or that are near electrical lines.  
 

REPLACE DAMAGED WINDOWS 
Each year you should be checking your windows and screens for damage. If there are large 
holes in your screens, patch them or replace them in order to keep bugs out of your home. 
Replace cracked glass before winter.  

 

CLEAN WINDOW WELLS   
Make sure your window wells are free of debris that could potentially be a fire hazard. Dead 
plants and garbage tend to make their way down into the wells. Make sure to clean them out 
each year. 

 
 



July  

 
 

 

MAINTAIN YOUR GARAGE DOOR 
Check to make sure that your garage door is properly balanced and the 
coils are lubricated. Replace the batteries in your garage door opener.  
 

CHECK DUCTWORK FOR LEAKS   
Clean and repair your deck as needed during this time. Leaving a deck 
uncleaned can serve as an invitation for pests and bugs to begin living 
in its wood. Assuming your air conditioner is up and running, go to the 
ductwork so you can visually inspect to see if there are any leaks. Run 
your hand along the joints of the ductwork to feel if any air is escaping.  
 

FIX CLOGGED SINKS   
Have a clogged sink? Make sure that your plumbing is taken care of by 
de-clogging sinks and drains that drain slowly. 
 



August 

 
 

 
CLEAN CEILING FANS   
If the temperatures are warm, you’ll no doubt be using your celling fans. Make 
sure to clean them using a duster or wet cloth. You can use your 
manufacturer’s owners’ manual to ensure that you’re maintaining your ceiling 
fans properly.  
 

REPAIR TOILETS 
It’s a good time to take a look at your water levels in your toilet and check to 
see if your float is in the right position for a strong flush, as well as the state 
of the flapper in your toilet. Replace any parts that are falling into disrepair.   
 

CLEAN GARBAGE DISPOSAL 
Garbage disposals can start to smell because of a build-up of food on the 
sides of the unit. Clean it out and make it smell fresh by grinding ice, lemon, 
baking soda, and vinegar.  

 

    



September  

 
 
 

FLUSH HOT WATER HEATER 
Flush your ho water heater. This removes sediment from the bottom of 
your tank, and makes sure the tank lasts longer and heats up your water 
easier.  
 

CHANGE ANODE ROD 
The anode rod is what makes sure the inside of your water heater does 
not rust. Check to see if it needs to be replaced, and you should make 
sure you replace it using the recommended size and type.  
 

TEST T&P ROD 
Test your water heater’s temperature and pressure relief valve. If this 
valve fails and the pressure is too great in your tank, it could explode, 
harming you, your family and your home.  
 

INSPECT HEAT EXCHANGERS   
Get your furnace inspected to make sure your heat exchangers are not 
cracking. You can call a professional to inspect it for you, or do it yourself 
if you have the right tools. 



October  

 
 
 
 

REMOVE EXTERIOR HOSES + DRAIN   
Remove and drain exterior hoses and drain pipes to ensure your pipes 
won’t freeze and burst with freezing temperatures.   
 
Winterize your air conditioner to ensure it is ready to open up next 
summer without any hiccups.   
 
GET A FURNACE TUNE-UP   
Call a professional to get your furnace ready to go for the winter. A 
tune-up will include things like calibrating in the thermostat, cleaning 
burners, replacing filters, tightening and cleaning electrical 
connections, and testing the pilot system.  
 
Before you turn the heater on, make sure to clean the unit inside of 
your home with a clean cloth to get rid of dust and dirt. Then open the 
unit (always turn it off first) and vacuum the inside.  
 
 
 
 



November  

 
 

CHANGE YOUR FURNACE FILTER   
Before turning your furnace on for the frost time, replace your falter. 
You should be replacing your furnace filters every one to three months 
to keep your furnace running correctly.  
 

VACCUM FRIDGE COILS 
The evaporative coils on the bottom (or back) of a fridge keep the inside 
cool. They tend to collect a lot of dust, which makes the fridge work 
harder. You can unplug your fridge and vacuum the coils to keep your 
fridge running longer.  
 

CLEAN FRIDGE DRAIN PAN   
On some models, a fridge’s drip pan is easy to remove and clean. You 
can clean it using bleach or with a shop vac. This will ensure that the 
drain pan won’t overflow onto your floors.  
 

CLEAN OUT THE FRIDGE   
Clean the seals surrounding the fridge using a brush and soap and 
water. Then, make sure the inside of your fridge is clean and ready to 
take on the extra food that is sure to reside there during the holidays.  



December  

 
 
 

 

TEST ELECTRICAL OUTLETS 
Push the “test” button to test your outlets. The reset button should pop out, 
and you simply push that back in to get the outlet started. If you find an outlet 
not working properly, call an electrician.  

 

RUN WATER IN UNUSED AREAS OF HOME   
If you have guests coming into to town for the holidays, make sure to run 
water and flush the toilets in the guest areas of the home.  

 

REPLACE BATTERIES IN SMOKE DETECTORS   
You should be testing your smoke and carbon monoxide detectors every 
month. Every year you should change out the batteries in these devices to 
make sure you’re never caught unawares.   

 

INSPECT FIRE EXTINGUISHERS   
Every year you should visually inspect your fire extinguisher for corrosion, 
leaks, a clogged nozzle, or a missing locking pin. You should replace 
extinguishers every 5 years. 
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